IfltO COUNTY 
FREE LIBRA" 


WHEREAS » the Jity of Los Angeles is, at the present 
time, and has been for some time past, baying the water in 
twens Valley, drying up the fertile ranches and ruining the 
homes of the people in this section of the ocuntry, and 

IH'^FAS , the people of Lcs Angeles are being mislead 
by different men and women who, either for political reasons or 
financial ones, go before the different clubs there and make 
false representations concerning the water situation as regards 
Cwene Valley and the Jity cf Lcs Angeles, and 

SHFREAS , the millions cf dollars that are being paid 
by the Jity for water in Owens Valley can never be cf a permanent 
help to the City unless storage is provided to impound the surplus 
water in years of large snowfall in the Sierras, and 

ffHEEEAS, if this storage was provided the City of Lee 
Angeles could always be certain cf sufficient water for all pur¬ 
poses, and Owens Valley would have plenty of water for its usee, 
and the homes of the people here could be saved to them for all 
time to come, and 

WHEREAS, TB 17 LCS-AEGELKS - CWETJS VALLEY water contro¬ 
versy dates from midsummer of 1906. Tt is manifestly impossible 
to mere than outline it, in a brief review, many important de¬ 
tails having to be emitted, for during the eip-hteon years there 
has been much of aoticn. 

The- Reclamation Service began makinr investigations in 
1903, with a view a reclamation project for Owens Valley. 

These continued for ti«c years before Los Anveles publicly appeared 
in the matter. It was then announced that the City would come to 
(wens Valley for a water supply. J. B. Lippinoctt wajt at the 
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time the Reclamation Service head, in California, and over the 
Owens Valley Frojeot. About December 1904 he published an artiole 
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indicating Owens Valley as a scarce of water supply for Los Angeles. 


At that time, and thereafter, he with his partner, C .X. Parker, 
were under pay from the City for investigating possible sources. 

That Lippinoott, oharged as a Government officer with the duty of 
promoting reclamation, was also being paid for work tending to 
defeat it, is easily established from the Cityls reocrds. 

Reports and findings were wholly favorable to the Owens Valley 
reclamation project, as was found by a Board of ^gineers called 
to consider it. The projeot was not only feasible, but was one of 
the most economical and most promising of all that the Service had 
considered. At the hearing before the Board, Lippinoott made no 
denial of these facts, and advooated turning the m&tterover to the 
City. The Board refused to do this, and direoted the continuance of 
investigations. In 1906 a bill was proposed in Congress granting 
aqueduot rights of way and various concessions. Congressman s. c. 
Smith, representing Inyo Ooutrty, proposed a plan whereby the city's 
needs would be met and the rights of Owens Valley owners safeguarded 
as well. This was approved by the Secretary of the Interior, but 
through the influence of Lippinoott, his superior Rewell (whose part 
in the matter was kept under cover) and iinohct,the president was 
prevailed oh to direct that all restrictions on the privilege of 
taking water from Owens Valley be removed from the bill, it was so 
done. 

The growth of California, the greater demand for its vacant 
lands, were then beginning, and there was a possibility that settle¬ 
ment of Owens Valley might add to the difficulties of stripping it 
of its water resources. This was met by the expedient of the throw¬ 
ing the whole of Owens Valley into "forest reserve," though for 




square leagues net a tree appeared on its surface exoept where 
planted by settlers. As "forest" it oould net be settled by any 
form cf land location exoept homesteading, and homestead applica¬ 
tions oould be, and were, denied at the i#stanoe cf Los Angeles. 
In faot, conditions reached a stage where evtr^y application was 
adfted upon subject to the approval or disapproval of the City of 
Los Angeles. So far as Cwens Valley lands, water and development 
were concerned, the General Land Office was virtually transplanted 
to Los Angeles. During all this period, the reports made by re¬ 
clamation engineers were received by Lippincott, and were by him 
retained indefinitely in his office in Los Angeles before being 



One Forest Bureau officer after another, after visiting 


Inyo, reoommended that the alleged "forest land" in Cwens valley 
be restored to the public domain, but it was nearly nine years 
before the hampering restrictions were finally removed. There 
was a pretense of "protecting the source” of the water supply, 
but that it was mere pretense, and nothing more, is apparent from 
the claim being abandoned when the purpose of discouraging settle¬ 
ment had been well served. Suoh olaim was never made in good faith, 
but merely served as a pretext. The water rights acquired by 

Los Angeles were largely by purchase of lands. $hile it may be 
said that this was fair procedure, its carrying out was far from 
being so. The initial purchases, of the Fastside Canal, are typi¬ 
cal of others made later. There seme settlers were willing to sell, 
for liberal prioes, as in every community. Gaining a foothold, the 
City was able to"stampede" others, who felt that on them wc uld he 
thrown the burden of sustaining the canal. Suoh owners had to sell, 
or go broke; and many a one parted with deepest regret with property 
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on whioh h© had spent years and which be regarded as hie life heme. 
Identically the same condition prevailed in the 1923 purchases mad© 
by the City. 

Q^-tTV\ 

It is yet too -seen to see just what will be dene with the 
tens of thousands of acres of seme of the Valley's best lands which 
have heretofore supported many homes; but it is more than probable 
that as in the oase of the Vastside Canal, ranohes near Lone line, 
some on what is oalled "Arkansaw Flat" , near bishop, and others, - 
lands heretofore cultivated will be allowed to revert to desert 
conditions. Abandoned homes, dosed schools, are significant of the 
traok of Los Angeles in Owens Valley. 

But to return to cut history: Some two or three years 
ago the City desired tc secure additional legislation favoring the 
aqueduct. A prominent offioial visiting Bishop assured a meeting 
of oitizens that the hill was merely for the purpose of legalizing 
the use of oertain rights of way where the original survey had been 
deviated from, and that it was identical with an earlier bill tc 
which no marked objection had been offered. A copy of the bill was 
seoured., and it was found that this statement was false and mislead¬ 
ing. ^Delegates were sent from Bishop to v/ashingten, who successfully 
opposed oertain features. T. B. Mathews telegraphed to the people 

of. Bishop asking that opposition tc the bill be withdrawn. To this 

; 

a reply was sent that this course would be followed if he would 
guarantee that a oertain agreement, to which reference will herein- 

/ j '/'• y 

a.l'ter’ be made, would be ratified by the City. He replied that this 
would, be done. The agreement mentioned was reached in a con- 
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ferrjaoe between leading Los Angeles representatives and those of the 
Ow,ene Valley ditches, in Bishop in April 1913. The Los Angeles men 
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l^omised that the agreement wc uld be officially sanctioned and ac¬ 
cepted by the officials of the City. It was pigeon-holed without 



aotion. A taxpayer's suit was put forward as the reason for lack 
of attention; hut being aware of the readiness of the City to promise 
when favors were desired, and to forget when the emergency passed, 
Owens Valleyans oonsider it fully probable that the suit, so far as 
it served as an excuse for delay, was a matter of oonnivanoe. 


Folleering Mathews' promise, more than a year went by 

without any advance on the part of the City toward making good on 


his promise or revising the earlier agreement. Finally a document 



was negotiated. It was not acceptable, being no guarantee of the 
Valley’s rights. It may be mentioned that one of the chief nego¬ 
tiators on the part of Owens Valley, at that time a oitizen held 
in considerable lcoal respect, has in the recent past been one of 
the City's aotive agents in securing Cwens Valley property. 


Then arose the issue of constructing storage in Long 


Valley. The City has there an easement permitting the construction 
of a dam 100 feet high. If the dam were built higher, it would 
cover certain lands now owned by Fred Eaton, which it would be 
necessary for the City to purchase or condemn. It appear** that as 
k. result of personal differences between engineer wm. Mulholland 
and Mr. Eaton, the former has issued an ultimatum that the ”Long 
Valley dam wl 11 be built higher than 100 feet three years after 
Fred Eaton’s death”, or words to that effect. It further appears 
that while other Lon Angeles officials favor a dam of increased 
height, that would impound in Long Valley a water supply ample for 
any emergency for either the City or Owens Valley, Mr. Mulholland's 




domination is absolute, and there is no probability of the problem 
being solved by construction cf such storage. 


The City proposed to Cwens Valley interests that it vould 


build a 100 foot dam in Long Valley, with oertain agreements as to 
distribution of the water. Engineers for the Valley showed that 
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the proposed allotment would he unjust to Cwens Valley, in withhold¬ 
ing from the ditches the water due them under long standing rights. 

They proposed as a counter plan that the storage he increased to 
that oi a 150-foot dam, which would amply guarantee a sufficient 
reserve for the protection of aL 1 interests, both municipal aid 
litigation. Per the reasons stated in the last preceding paragraph 
this was rejeoted hy the City. Another agreement was suggested, 
and found numerous advocates in the Valley. Opposition was strong 
enough, however, to defeat its acceptance, as it was conditioned 
on acceptance hy every separate ditch company. The Big pine Canal, 
which the City has since purchased, held out solidly. While thds 
agreement was pending, and oontrary to its spirit, agents of the 
City began buying lands under what is known as the Morally pitch. 
There, as in the case cf the Fastside Canal, many unwilling owners 
were forced b'y circumstances to sell, until the City aoquired major¬ 
ity control cf the company. Mr. Mathews promised, in oonneotion 
with this, that in case of the agreement being aooepted, no lands 
would be bought west of Owens Biver. Nevertheless, the buying 

went on regardless of this promise; Mr. Mathews stated that he knew 
nothing of it. 

It being a season cf short water, owners of the Big Pine 
Canal refused to reoognize the right of the City to the MoNally 
Ditoh water after it had passed that Company's headgate; and when 
it reached the Big Pine headgate, lower down, it was turned into that 
ditoh. To meet this, the City's men began digging a cut-off which 
would have left the Big Pine headgate on dry land. An armed guard 

from the Big Pine company put a stop to this procedure, and it was 
not resumed. 

In an effort to preteot as much of the Valley as possible, 
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an Irrigation Distriot was voted, and later bonds were voted to 
eeoure rights for the District on the Valleyis ditches, to prevent 
our land's being stripped of all their water rights. The City, 
through the aid of local traitors, actuated by personal motives 
of gain or malice , succeeded in adding to its purchased. It ac¬ 
quired net only the McNally and Big line ditches but also a rep¬ 
resentation in others. Its emissaries have been and are busy 
using every method ocouring to than to defeat and dislntetgrate 
the Irrigation Distriot, to the end that the owners may be picked 
up one by one. Should their efforts sucoeed, the same condition 
will prevail on the remaining ditches as on those sold - the city 
will buy, for large prices where it must, for lees where it oan , 
hut always with reliance on the value to it of a frightened public, 
believing itself forced to get out of a general wreck with whatever 
is possible. This stampeded condition does now now exist on the 
two main ditches of the Valley, however. A study of the records 
shows these facts, to he borne in mind: 

The Irrigation District was organized by a vote of 
599 for , 25 aga in at• 

On the instance of bonds, the vote was 702 for, 80 
against - despite strenuous efforts on the part of a Los Angeles 
representative to defeat the bonds by every possible means of truth 
and otherwise - the latter mainly. 

That illustrates what the sentiment was. Today the Dis¬ 
triot holds options on the free ditohes as follows, the options 
being secured from individuals: 

BISHOP CBTO DITCH - 77 stockholders; all but 14 have 
optioned their stook to the District. Cf the 14, one is being paid 
by the ®ity, and one more is working with him and may be under pay; 
three properties have sold to the eity prior to the option period; 
one is tied up in an estate; three are non-residents and have not 
been seen; and the remaining five are resident owners. 
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OTEJJS RIVTR CABAL - 125 stockholders; 13 have not 
optioned to the District. Of the 13, two are attorneys for the 
City; one property was sold to the City prior to the option 
period; one, government eervioe, awaits authority from Washington; 
three are ncn-resident companies, two of them landless; two are 
individuals, non-resident; and three are resident land owners. 

Thus only eight (8) free agents, out of a total of 202 
stockholders in the two companies, have taken the attitude of sup¬ 
porting the City's plans for entending its looting of the water 
resources of Owens Valley. This indicates an unohanged and almost 
unanimous public sentiment against the City's continued enoroaohments. 

The people cf Owens Valley hav©never opposed granting 
to the City ifeatever it might require for actual domestio and munici¬ 
pal purposes, hut they have considered it wrong that their hemes 
must he sacrificed in order that the City might huild up farming 
communities elsewhere. The people cannot justly ccmp&ain at the 
City buying cut owners who have deeired to sell, hut they do not 
believe it Just that home-makers should he forced out of their 
properties hy unscrupulous and underhanded methods. Ue are seeing 
our settlements wreoked and lands thrown hack to primitive condi¬ 
tions, when the City could acquire all its needed water supply^by 
constructing a storage of ample proportions in Long valley, filling 
its aqueduot, running its power plants, and yet allowing Owens Valley 
to he developed as Rature designed, into a region of farms, gardens 
and homes and prosporuus communities, amid natural surroundings 
seoond to none other. 

Were it possible to go into the subjeot fully, it oould 
he shown that the Los Angeles history uh Owens Valley has he en one 
of wrong, from the use of its influence to secure virtual oontrol of 
government bureaus and use them under false pretenses to overoome 
the rights of residents, through a succession of mierepresentatjone 



and bad faith 


The City’s reoord of ieoeption does not stop with its 

oovert control of the Reclamation Service and its prevention of 

settlement in Owen* Valley. It war only began when the Reclamation 

Service secured from local owners of storage rights assignment of 

such rights to the Government in the belief by these owners that 

they were contributing to the Valley’s development. Instead of the 

rights being restored to their proper ocntrol when the reclamation 

project was finally set aside, they became the City’s property. 

There is mere to the reoord than repeated breaking of promises for 

amioable adjustment of rights; more than the virtual corruption of 

inyoites for the betrayal of their fellow citizens. It extends to 

the Los Angeles public, v&ifth has been led into a belief that the 

City "owns all the water in Owens Valley", and that its course has 
* as 

been fair bargain and sal e between willing individuals. Neither 
belief is true. There has been, and is, in Los Angeles among its 
hundreds of thousands of fair-minded people outside of the official 
leaders, a disposition to accept as true the statements, true or 
false, that lave emanated from the inner circles. There was a pre¬ 
tence, early in the proceedings, that the water was sought for domes¬ 
tic and municipal purposes. This was soon abandoned, and irrigation 
of tributary lands became one cf the acknowledged objects. When the 
campeign began, Sam T. Glover, editor cf the Los Angeles Pews, was not 
one of the coterie owning San Fernando lands which Owens Valley water 
was to irrigate, to the immense profit of these owners. His paper had 
the oourage to point out the wrong and injustice of much tnat was 
being done - and the Hew* was skillfully forced out of business. 

Committee after oommittee came to Owens Valley, never with¬ 
out the supervision of one cf the select few *o controlled the scheme 
Delegations of City Councilman came, and used, in some oases, their 
freedom from familiar surroundings tc indulge it drunken debauches. 













During some of those orpiditions tho flowing wlno loosened tholr 
tongues, and proclaimed their intention of despoiling Owens Valley. 
Their declarations were in lino with tho oarlier one made by the Los 
Angeles Tines, that bats and owls world inhabit the Inyo County Court¬ 
house when tho City's plane wore fulfilled. 

Tho people of Owens Talley do not deny the growing require¬ 
ments cf Los Angeles. They do not deny the right to buy a supply to 
meet domestic and municipal requirements. But they do deny that there 
ie any justice or right in the underhanded methods which have fre¬ 
cently appeared in the City's dealings. They absolutely deny the 
American fairnedd or justice of the City continuing to acquire water 
beyond all possible domestic and municipal usee, and merely in order 
that farming communities nearer the City's borders may bo irrigated, 
or that the City may increase its business as a power merchant, when, 
as in Owens Valley, such further acquisitions mean virtually the 
driving cf a prosperous and contented population from their hemes. 

Many of those people have found in Inyo the land of their heart's de¬ 
sire, the place in which they desire to spend their remaining days. 
Many of them were of those, or of the stock, that redeemed this la.nl 
from sagagery, that for desert conditions substituted homes, orchards, 
fields, and towns, with every modern factor necessary to make life 

enjoyable. ti6re wore a0 remedy for water shortage conditions in 
the growing metropolis except through tho spoliation of Cwene Talley, 
there would bo better defense for tho City's attitude, but euoh a 
remedy these is. The proposed 150 foot dam in Long Valley would not 
only meet every need, present and future, of tho City, hut it would 
accomplish this end without material injury to •.■.•cos -.alley, here 
a fruitful land, *000 products will bo required by the Six*, end 
capable of groat development. Tho City’s course would turn it into 
a waste, virtually because of the stubborn whirr of ' Uliam 













Mulho-land» apparently the all-powerful dictator cf City policies 
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A nee lee tc thoroughly investigate thi^> wafer situation to the end 
that the city may aiways huve sufficient water for all purposes 
without ruining tl^o honjee of the people ofl Owens T allev to 


secure it. 
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3CUTTY YUDURATICXI CF WOMB'S CLUBS 


president. 







